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S%ATE OF OHIO (?/?[éaqb%gz‘

COUNTY OF PORTAGE, ss

IN THE PORTAGE COUNTY GRAND JURY

Courthouse .

IN RE: TYRONE NOLING

TESTIMONY OF @&

BE IT REMEMBERED tha

before the Portage County Grand Jury
Ravenna, Ohio, the appearances listed having been
made, the following proceedings were had:

APPEARANCES:

RG Y&

Oon behalf of the State of Ohio

Also present:
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MR. DURST: First thing we need to do,
before you sit down, hold on just a second, let me
get organized. Go ahead and swear Mr. St. Clair
in before we get started.

WHEREUPON, the State of Oﬁio called

GARY S8T. CLAIR
who, having been first duly sworn to testify the
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth,
did say as follows:
EXAMINATION:
By Mr. Durst.
Q. Gary, why don’t you have a seat here.
ITt’s kind of a little bit difficult for the people
in the back of the room here to hear so if I could
ask you to speak up real loud. We’ve got some
noise and so forth outside which makes it kind of
tough for those that sit way in the back to hear.

Before we get started here this
afternoon, I would like to go over a couple of
things with you.

First off, Gary, you know you and I have
talked several times before. We’ve met several
times before. And what we’re going to do here
this afternoon is I’m going to ask you, you know,
a series of guestions concerning some events and
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3
matters that we believe you have some knowledge of
that_will assist this Grand Jury in determining
whether Mr. Noling ought to be charged with this
crime. Okay.

Now I want to mqke, I want tc make
something clear to you, even though we just had a
brief conversation out -- out in the hallway
there, I want to repeat it again right now just so
there’s no misunderstanding.

I understand that what we’re about to
get into concerned events that took place over
four years ago.

WITNESS: Yes, sir.

MR. DURST: And that sometimes it might
pbe difficult for you to, you know, remember
specific things because it was such a long time

ago. What I want to say to you is, is that number

WITNESS: Yes, sir.

MR. DURST: I don’t want to say anything
or do anything to you that suggests that we want a
certain answer from you. Do you understand that?

WITNESS: Yes, sir.
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MR. DURST: A1l we want is youxr truthful
response to the best of your memory of anything
that we ask you about. Do you understand that?

WITNESS: Yes, sir.

MR. DUREST: Okay. Now I know you'’ve
talked to me before, I know you’ve talked to your
lawyers before and I know you've talked to the
police before, but I want to make sure that you
understand today that if I ask a gquestion that you
do not understand, please Jjust teli me that.

WITNESS: VYes, sir.

MR. DURST: If I ask a guestion that you
can’t completely remember for sure, the answer to,

just tell me, you know, you’re not completely

sure.

WITNESS: No problem,

MR. DURST: Okay. If you give us an
answer that, you know, that you -- Yyou decide

maybe you misstated it or didn’t say it right,
interrupt me and correct me.

WITNESS: Okay.

MR. DURST: Fair enough?

WITNESS: Yes, sir.

MR. DURST: You understand that all we
want is the truth, we’re not suggesting that you
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say anything special or do anything special, we
just want to hear from your own mind and your own
memory what you truthfully remember happened back
in April of 1990.

WITNESS: Yes, sir.

MR. DURST: Fair deal?

WITNESS: Yes, sir.
Q. Okay. Uhm, let’s start with the easy
guestion. Please tell the grand jury what your

full name is?

A, cary Eugene St. Clair.

Q.

A.

Q. You are, I believe originally from the

Alliance, Ohio, area?

A. No, sir.
Q. Okay, where were you born?
A. Long Beach, California.

s on M RAPD ,
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A. I‘'d say probably around 76.

Q. Okay, and how old would you have been at
that point in time?

A, Four.

Q. So is it fair to say that you basically
grew up in Alliance?

A. Yeah.

Q. Okéy, and from maybe age four to when

these problems began you lived in Alliance?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. Okay. Would -- up until the things that

we’re going to get into here, was he a friend of
g g9

yours?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Okay. And did you run around with him?
A. No, not too much. I moved back to Akron

and I came back and ran into him, back in ninety.
Q. Ookay, what I’'m going to do, Gary, just
so I don’t confuse everybody here, I’m going to
get up to what I’'m going to talk to you a little
about what happened and then back up arlittle bit
and maybe go into some of the history that lead up

REBECCA PARK, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER
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to what happened.

A. Okay.
Q. If you understand what I’'m saying here?
A, Okavy.
Q. Now, Gary, it is true, is it not, that

you are currently in prison serving a sentence for
aggravated murder?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. okay. And that you pled guilty to being
involved in a robbery that resulted in the death

of a Bernhardt and Cora Hartig?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Is that correct?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. okay. Now, it’s also true, isn’t it,

Gary, that the State of Ohio in order to secure
that guilty plea from you, you pled guilty, you

weren’t convicted, that’s true?

A. I pleaded guilty, sir.

REBECCA PARK, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER
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Q. Okay, and that in consideration of us

doing that you agreed, first, to plead guilty
which you did, 1s that true?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. And that you also agreed to cooperate
with the State of Ohio and it’s ongoing
investigation of that crime and if called upon to
testify, to testify truthfully before a Grand Jury
and then ultimately a trial jury, is that kind of

fair what the deal was?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. That’s your understanding?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. All right. ©Now you have an attorney

currently, do you not?

A, Yes, I do, sir.

Q. And that’s Annette Powers?

A. ‘Yes.

Q. And I understand that you’ve had the

opportunity to speak with Miss Powers before your
testimony here today?
A. Yes.

REBECCA PARK, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER
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Q. okay. And you have had an opportunity
to speak with your attorney before you made the
decision to come in and talk to the grand jury?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. ©On April the fifth, 1990,
according to the investigation that was later
conducted, an elderly couple were killed out on --
by the name of Hartigs -- out on Moff Road in

Atwater in this county, Portage County, Ohio. 4B

y S

A.

Q.
happened?

A, Yes, sir.

REBECCA PARK, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER
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jury who all was in the car with you, what

easking

happened, and EEd-L Saida swlithou:

10

I’'d like you to first tell the grand

¢hat=happens
he=<hrons

A.

Q.

A. Me, Joe Dalesandro, Butch Wolcott and

Tyrone Noling was on Moff Road and as «<telre

about five minutes, looked through a little bit

stuff and I didn’t like what was going on, the

situation.

“@gime, you know, The

r
e )

bo

of

Q. Were any guns out yet at this point when
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COMPUTERIZED TRANSCRIPTION




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

11

you go to the bedroom?

A. Uhm, yes, Sir.

Q. Okay.

A. As in me or the Hartigs?

Q. You or Tyrone or the Hartigs?
A

Q.

happened I go to leave out of the bedroom to take
of f and it’s too late, the gunshots was going off.
Q. Now when you went in the kitchen and saw

these two dead people laying on the fioor, where

was Tyrone Noling?

A. Right beside them.

Q. Did he have anything in his hand?
A, The .25 automatic.

Q. Was he saying anything?

A

REBECCA PARK, OFFICIAL COURT REFPORTER
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Q. Okay. Now before you heard the
gunshots, did you hear any talking going on?
a. Little argument between the Hartigs and

Tyrone Noling.

Q. Could you hear what they were arguing
about?

A, Uhm, no.

Q. Okay. Now you mentioned that when you

first went to the door an elderly lady let you in?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. Did you see an elderly man?
A. No, sir.

Q. When’s the first time you saw the

elderly man?

A. When I came in the door.

Q. Okay.

A, The bathroom, I mean the bedroom.

Q. You mean you saw him when you went in

the bedroom?

A. No, when I was coming out.

Q. T see. As you're coming out of the
bedroon?

A. And the shooting -- that is when all the

REBECCA PARK, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER
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shot was going on.

Q. Okay. As near as you could tell were

either of these two people on the floor in the
kitchen moving when you first saw them?

A. No. ©No, they weren’t moving.

Q. In your presence did Tyrone fire any
more shots?

A, I can’t recall that.

Q. Okay. What did you do then, what
happened next?

A, I freaked. I thought he was going to

pull a gun and shoot mne.

Q. What 4did you do?
A. We got up and just took off.
Q. Okay. Do you remember what door you

went out?

A. Front door.

Q. Okay. And where did you go after you
went out the front door?

A. out to the waiting vehicle which was
Joey'’s car.

Q. okay. AW

AR en - Y.ou

shreety-real
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Q. Ockay. Now did you go out the door first
or did Tyrone go out the door first?
A. I did.
Q. Okavy. How close behind you was he, do
you recall?
A, About maybe ten yards, fifteen yards
behind me.
Q. Okay. Did you yourself ever point a gun
at either Mr. or Mrs. Hartig?
A. No.
Q. Did you fire any of the shots that went
into either Mr. or Mrs. Hartig?
A. No.
Q. Now let me back up a little bit. What
was the plan in going out there that day? 1In
other words, was there some discussion at some
point about robbing some people?
A. As far as talking about it?

Q. Yes.

Q. Okay.

REBECCA PARK, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER
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Q. Do you have any idea why he picked this
particular house or said slow down at that point?

Al No, I don’t.

Q. Okay.

Q. Okay, what did -- okay, tell us exactly

what happened then after Tyrone says slow down.
Okay, what was the plan, I mean how was this going
to be accomplished? How was the robbery going to

be accomplished?

A. We was going to go in the house.

Q. Okavy.

A. And, like I said, I was in the bedroon.
Q. By that I mean was there any kind of

scheme or anything as to how you would get inside
the house?

A. We was going to use the telephone.

Q. Okay. What were you going to say as to
why you needed to use the telephone?

A. For a disabled vehicle.

Q. okay. Now, you indicated that Ty told
you to go to the bedroom?

REBECCA PARK, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER
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A. Yes, he did.
Q. What was your purpose, I think it’s
obvious but I need to ask you anyway. What was

your purpose in going in the bedroom when he told

you to do that?

A. LLook for something to get out of there.
Q. Steal stuff?

A. Yeah.

Q. Now, what did Ty =-- do you remember as

you come in and the =-- the lady, uhm, did Ty pull

the gun on her right away? ©Or do you remember?
A, I can’t recall.

Q. Well, I mean at some point in time Ifve
got to assume that this changed from a situation
where you’re asking to use the telephone to what

was obviously, you know, a robbery?

A, Right.

Q. Okay, how did that happen? Who said
what?

A Tyrone asked if he could come in, use
the phone for a disabled vehicle. She let us in,

we was 1in there, and Tyrone says gdo to the
kbedroomn.

Q. What did the old -- what did the lady
say then when he suddenly orders you to the

REBECCA PARK, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER
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Nothing.
Did she appear shocked or anything?
I don’t recall.

Okay. Okay. Did you hear Tyrone say

anything further to the lady then at that point?

A.
bedroom.
0.
A.
because 1
0.
A.
Q.
A.
Q.

saying or

Uhm, I’m pretty sure that I was in the

Okay.
And I guess that he had pulled a gun out

heard a little argument.

With her?

Yeah.

Okay. You heard her voice?
Yeah.

Do you remember at all what she was
what Ty was saying at that point?

Nope.

Okay. N&

Okay. Now you said Joey Dalesandro was

driving the car?

A.

Q.

Yes.

Was there somebody else in the car, too?

REBECCA PARK, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER
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A, Butch Wolcott.

Fdepospaople ,

a. Wwasn’t the first incident, thexre..was

nesbeforethat  6ne.

&Jbeafewne@wtxhat

A.

Q. HEG6lved in, correct?
A.

Q. us..about Hughes...

A, Tyrone came up with this idea to go to

these people and rob them. I went along with
him. I thought he was Jjoking, playing around. So
he knocked on the door and tells the elderly
people that he wanted to use the phone for a

disabled vehicle. They let us in. g

.nm@ﬁﬂpm@&mﬂiﬁ@ .

and as the old man started getting up with the

son ’‘cause he had a wﬁecker.

Q. Now this would have been the day before,
correct?

A. Yeah.

Q. All right.

REBECCA PARK, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER
COMPUTERIZED TRANSCRIPTION




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

19
A. So I’'m there shaking my head at Tyrone,
I don’t want to do this. And he started thinking
about it, too, himself and 1 guess the o0ld man
couldn’t get hold of nobody and Tyrone takes his
foot and shuts the door shut and pulls the sawed

off shotgun from underneath his trench jacket.

Q. Tyrone does?
A. Yeah.
Q. Where were you then, still sitting in

the chair?

A, Yeah.

Q. Okavy. What happens next?

A, He tells me to go get her purse. I then
get up and then he tells them -- puts the shotgun

on the older people, tells them to move and he
undid her VCR and took it on the couch and then he
asked the elderly lady about some rings and that
and she said she ain’t got none and he kept, you
know, harassing her so she said, all right, in the
back bedroom. So they get up, I followed behind
them. And Mr. Hughes was going for his .25
automatic on his dresser and Tyrone seeéen that.
Tyrone spin around, point the shotgun on his wife
and he said: If you move I’1l1 blow her head away
with the gun.

REBECCA PARK, OFFICIAL COURT REFPORTER
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So he put the gun back down and Ty took
the .25 automatic, about four inches from the
man’s head and starting shaking his hand, saying:
Tt’s loaded, it’s loaded.

And after a few minutes Tyrone took him
and put them in the bathroom, told them not to
come out and we took off.

Q. Okay. And that robbery or burglary you
pled guilty to, did you not?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. okay. And you were in prison serving
t+hat sentence, were you not, when you got charged

with this, being involved in the murder?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Okay. Now going back a little bit
further, Gary, wWhere -- you mentioned Butch
Wolcott a couple times now. Where did you meet

Butch Wolcott?
A, It was up in Akron, a place called Haven

of Rest on East Market Street.

Q. okay, what kind of place is that?

A. That’s where you go eat meals, street
people.

Q. Why were you over there as opposed to

being in Alliance?

REBECCA PARK, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER
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A. Because Butch was a runaway and they had
set me up, him and two other females set up me up
to be there and plus my stepdad was in a serious
car accident, be there, make sure everything was
intact and--
Q. Okay. By that I think I'm getting
myself a little ahead of the story here. You were

over in Akron just sort of hanging out, is that

true?

A, Yeah.

Q. And yvou met Butch at this Haven of Rest?
A, Yes.

Q. And then there came a situation where

you wanted to go back to Alliance because your dad

had been hurt?

A, Yeah.

Q. Did Butch Wolcott go back with you?

a. He went to Alliance with me.

Q. Okay, had you known Butch before you met

him over there in Akron?

A. Oh, just previous from Haven of Rest.
Q. Okay. What was that on?

A, Just associated with them talking for a
while.

Q. Okay. Now when you and Butch went back

REBECCA PARK, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER
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to Alliance,

A,

Q.

We

And

Two

Oka

where did you stay?

went to a hotel.

22

how long did you stay in a hotel?

to three days.

y. Where did you go after

out of the hotel?

A.

Q.

you moved

Went to Johnny Trandifer’s house.

Oka

y. Did you stay at Johnny

Trandifer’s for a while?

A,

Q.

brother?

A.

Q.

Yes.

Now

Yes

QOka

Johnny is -- he’s your wh
, he is.
Y. Now who else was stayi

at, half

ng at that

house during these days we're about to talk about?

A,

Me,

Joey Dalesandro, Butch Wo

my half brother, Johnny Trandifer.

Q.

Now

were there any adults in

course, Yyou guys were adults but other

yourselves were there any other adults

house at that

A.

Q.

No,

And

the hospital,

A.

time?
theré wasn’t.
that’s because your dad,

wasn’t he?

Yes.

REBEC
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Q. okay. Now what’s this business of --
maybe I‘m using the wrong words here -=- car
shopping or you know what I'm talking about?
A. Yes.
Q. can you explain to the grand jury what
that was all about?
A. Goinq out a few times, at night. Doors
unlocked, people’s cars, they would jump in their

cars and get what they could get.

Q. Okay. What kind of stuff was being

stolen?

A, , uhm,

some -- I forget, the car was. Sunglasses s Noeney.,
ANEEE

Q. Okay. Who all was involved in that?

A. Me, Joey, Butch, my little brother and

Tyrone.

Q. Okay. Now whose idea was it to start

robbing old people?

A. Tyrone Noling’s.

Q. Okay. And do you remember how that came

up, and by that I mean there must have been some
talk, must have been some discussion how that,
how’d that happen? How did it come about that
Tyrone started talking about robbing old people?

REBECCA PARK, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER
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A, He didn’t come to me and say: Let’s go
rob some old people. If I knew it was old people
I wouldn’t have went, you know. And I got to the
Hughes and I seen these old people, I thought, you
know, Tyrone 1is playing around so I went ahead
with him. And I was getting ready to get up and
leave and he pulled a shotgun out.
Q. In terms of getting into the Hughes,
what, what was the scheme to get in there? How
did -- how did you guys get in the house?
A, Mr. Noling had told Mrs. Hughes that we

had a disabled vehicle and he had to use the

telephone.

Q. Wwhat did he do that day to your
knowledge?
A. Woke up around 11 o’clock in the

morning, around 12 or 12:30, somewhere around then

asked me to go rob some more people.

All right,

come back you won’t get no stuff. I said that is

all right with me.

REBECCA PARK, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER
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A,

Q. okay. About what time of the day was

that, i1f you remember?

B o W oY W RER. & BB B AR AL S

haeafternioonethen

Q. So how long, if you remember,

were you driving around before you got out to Moff

Road?
A. Uhm, about 45 minutes.
Q. Ookay, do you recall and again this isn’t

important but do you recall where you cruised

around to before that?

REBECCA PARK, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER
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A. Uhm, we was in Alliance. Uhm, I don’t
know the names of the roads in Alliance where we

went to, how we got to Atwater.

Q.

o)
i ,5,: o,

el GRS

Q. Now, do you today, and I realize this 1is
four years later, remember what that house loocked

l1ike on Moff Road?

A, White.

Q. One story or two story?

A, One story.

Q. Do you recall anything about a garage oY

a garage door?

A. Garage door and a garage.

Q. Do you know whether the door was open or
closed?

A, Open.

Q. Okay. Now, you said here earlier that

REBECCA PARK, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER
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when you came running back out of the house
Dalesandro was crulsing by, I assume you mean that
his car was moving?

A. Yeah.

Q. okay, what was the plan? Was he just to
sit in the driveway or was he to drive up and down
the road? How was that supposed to work?

A. No, Tyrone told him to keep going back
and forth, take his time and if he sees us speed
up, whatever he has to do, and pick us up.

Q. Okay. What kind of conversation took
place in the car after they picked you up?

A, We got in the house. I mean, we got to
the vehicle, Joey’s car. I again said to Tyrone,
T said: Why’d you do that? He said for no
witnesses. And there is a lot of argument between

me and Joey and Butch.

Q. What were those guys saying, Joey and
Butch?
A. They asked him if it’s true or not.

They didn‘t believe him.

Q. whhpewtenanybody?

A. hEeat e WoTeott .

Q. How did he do that, what did he say?
A. pamETe
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nightsignd * sotergraye, come out the

Q. This was after the car ride back from
the--
A. I think it was pretty much after the

second night.

Q. okay, I’m talking about in the car on
your way back to Alliance after the shootings, did
Tyrone threaten anybody 1in the car, if you
remember?

A. I can’t recall.

Q. Okay. Where did you go after you left

Moff Road?

A. Went back to Alliance.

Q. Back to Trandifer’s house?

A. Yeah, Johnny Trandifer’s house.

Q. okay. All four of you go in the house?
A, Yes, me and Tyrone ¢o in first and Butch

and Joey came in behind us.
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MR. DURST: Let me stop just for a
second. T want to turn this tape over, I Kknow

it’s just about ready to run out.

All right,

to LaEEhen F
B Regarding --
MR. DURST: Let me rephrase that

gquestion, too. It will help a little bit. That

is what I‘m leading up to. I‘'m not quite there
yvyet.
A, Ookay, okay.

Q. Y .o

and -- you came back up to testify in a trial,
true?

A.

pEard-th e
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g

hey REEEe

Okay.
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A, Th&yasakdedti cvgerscharge

Q. Ookay, did they say anything to you about

what kind of job your old lawyer had done for

you.
A. Not --
Q. Okay ¥ QU Lhat

then,

i

what happened.

Q. Okay, say a different statement as to
what happened?

A Lok

Q. That’s in essence what they wanted you
to testify to?
A. Yeah.
Q. Okay, now you had made -- I realize you

don’t remember what dates you made these

statements on, but you had talked to --
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A. H el 8yuinPontade
Q. L fsa
A, That’s when, yeah, I remember that, made

that statement.

Q. Okay . Okay. Gary, you know, I -- I
realize this is kind of -- just give you a second
to look at it, and now that’s a transcript and I
don’t even want you to, you know, sit there and
read it right now. But I would just like you to
take a guick look, just the first page of it,
there and see if you remember having that
conversation?

A. Yes, I do.

Q. Okay. Now, the -- and I‘m not going to

ask you about every detail of that conversation

took place a year ago, kud i

Y @umade-Dack:
A, Vi

Q. okay.
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orgaywifior

Qe

A. .

Q. Okay. Now these were two ladies that
came down to talk with you at Orient?

A. Yes.

Q. They weren’t attorneys?

A. No, private investigators.

Q. Ookay, private investigators, I

understand that.

TS ay ?

A, N&=

Q. Okay. How was it then that you came up
with the idea that if you changed your story it
could help you?

A. They came and told me =-- asked me if I
could help then,. I said which way? And they said
with Tyrone, and I said, yeah, probably. And they

started about hedps
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ITn other words, you came up in your own

What to say.

-- what to say?
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Q. Gary, Jjust a couple more guestions just

trying to clarify this business, the conversation
these women had with you down at Orient. Did they
tell you they knew what you had already said to
the police up here and the statements that you had

already by then made?

A. What do you mean by that?
Q. Well, those investigators that came down
there, they -- did they tell you they already Knew

what you had told the prosecutor or the police

that implicated Tyrone Noling in this?

A Yeah. Tell me that they had my
statement.

Q. I'm sorry?

a. Told me that they had ny statement.
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yowr-statenend?

your statement?

36

A, Because I was trying to put their client
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Durst.

Okay.

MR. DURST: Thank you, Gary.

MR. S8T. CLAIR: You’'re welcome, Mr.

MR. DURST: Okay.

(END 4:00 P.M.)
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STATE OF OHIO
COUNTY OF PORTAGE, S8 CERTIFICATE

I, Rebecca Park, a Notary Public within and

for the State of Ohio, duly commissioned and
qualified, do hereby certify that the above named
GARY ST. CLAIR was first duly sworn to testify the
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth;
that the foregoing testimony was written by me, in
stenotype, in the presence of the witness; that
the same is a true and correct transcript of all
the testimony introduced and proceedings had in
the taking of this testimony in the Portage County
Grand Jury at the time and place specified, and
transcribed by me with the aid of a computer.

I do further certify that I am not of
counsel, attorney or relative of any party, or
otherwise interested in the event of this action
or proceeding.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set
my hand and seal of office at Ravenna, Ohio, this
13th day of May, 1994ff

__6;%2Lmyz%_miééixif

REEECCA PARK, NOTARY PUBLIC
My commission expires 6/1/96
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