Case: 70-2874
Date: (Sat.? A -
Reported Time: 18
Kaley notifised: L1
arrival time: 132 2

Franounced by Coroner at: 1710 h=.
Victim #1: Bearnhardt Hartig
4593 Moff Rd. Atwater, Dhio 44201
Phone: 747-2083

DOB: 9-22-08 (Age 312

5EN: 271-03-5420

WM, 510", 143, Brn & Brn
#Retired meat cutter

Gictim #2: Cora M. Hartio

4557 Moff Rd. Atwater, Ghio G201
DOB:4-2%-08

S8k Unknown

Phone: ?47-2083

WAF, 577", 120, Gray eyes

% LWife to wictim # 1

Reported byt Jim Davie

44613 Moff Rd., Atwater, Ohio
Fhane: #47-Z2477

38201 ~58-0877

DoE: 2-3-57

fFeported by: Terrence L Davis
1391 Fairview fve., Atwater, Ohio
Phione shAA

SEM: 302-58-4825

pogs 2-3-97

ar Saturday, &pril 7,1770 at approximately 1813F he.
Chief Detective Duane Kaley was al the intersection of C.H.
i2 & S.R. 944 in Rootzotown when he was natified by

dispatcher Cathy Rubino by tglephonic dewise that a Mr
Daviz had called and reported that there was twia peaopl
laying on the kitchen fioor 3t 5493 Moff Rozd. Raley
zzkKed to respond to that tocation along with FPatrol uni
Thie information had Eeen reporfted to Rubino by 2 next

reighbor, Jim Davis af 5813 Mot+ Rozad.
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Saturday, 4-7-%0, 1821 hre: Chisf Detective Duang Kaley of
the Portage County Sheriff’z  Department arrived at the £33
Mois Boad location, as the first officer an the =cen=. Hpan
iz arrival ke noticed two white males standing in front of
2 white ranch home with the garage door up. The drive
runming to the residence waz paved amd thers was a load of
lime dumped in the turn around three quarterz up the drive




to the west. Close to the garage on the west side a orange
colored riding*lawn mower was noticed.

Kuley puiled hise vehicle in front of the drive off Mots Road
to help protect the scene, Upon exiting the wehicle Kaley
was approached by one Jim Davie and hie brother Terry Davis,
Jim stated that his mother had asked him to go and check on
the Hartig’s due to the fact that the garage door was open
and the mower was out, the zame as the day before and it
was the same way when che saw it thiz morning. Jim went to
the Hartig residence and rang the door bell seversl times.
Upon getting no answer he went to the garage and noticed
that the Hartig’s car was in the garage. He returned and
rang the door bell again with no success. Jim looked inta '
the house through the front door window and noticed that
there were papers on the fleor. He then observed the
Hartig‘s lving on the kitchen floor. #At that time he ran
back te his mother’s residence and called 711. aAfter making
the call Jim and his brother Terry went back over and
checked again. They have been neighbors with the Hartiges‘s

- for approximately thirty rears.

Upon completing my conversation with Jim and Terry Davis,
Kaley approached the residence by walking up the right side
of the paved drive in order to minimize any wiclation of the
crime scene. He entered the residence by walking through the
open garage, and opening the door arage and the
attaxched Kitchen & residence, & e

" i &9, & red Ford with Ohio
Regiztration £23BHC was parked inside, Upon opening the door
Kaley rnoticed & strong odor and cbzerved the following:

There wae a male and female subject lring on the Kitchen
floor, Their feet were headed west and their heads sast.
The male was clad in brown work shoess, Blue =lackKs, brown
belt, multi colored flannel shirt, blue vest, glasses and a
blue engineers cap was on hisg head., Haley noticed x twentw
five caliber casing on the left arm which would indicate
that he wasz shot first. By the way he waszs lying it would

. appear that he was sitting against the west Kitchen wall at
“tFe table when he was shot. The chair was against the wall
and there was wWhat Sppeared to be a bullet hole behind it in
the wall and the victim'z feet led toward that chair,

The female wvictim was lx»ing on the flgor with her feet
toward = chair leaning against the south Kitchen wall near
the deoor to the garage. There was & hole in the wall behind
her that would legad one to believe that zhe was =ziftting in
the chair when she was first shot, Under the chair by her
foot & copper colored projectile was noticed. She had gray
fair and was clad in- black shoss, white sweat socks, black
drezs slacks, pink sweater and zhe had & ring on her right
hand. .




Seweral other twenty five auto cacings were observed in the
kitchen at the time of entry, (total 10) After making the
above observaticons in the Kitchen, Kaley entered the living
raom at which time he noticed that z desk had been ransacked
and there were papers on top of it and on the floor. There
was a tight =olored brown lock box on top of the desk that
we later learned should have been in the bedroom closet.
Kaley aleo noticed that the plaster had been Knocked out
from the round that had entsred through the Kitchen where
Cora Hartig had been sitting.

1 moved back into the master bedroom at which time open
drawers were noticed on the dressers. A check of the
bedroom across from the master bedroom revealed that the
dresser drawer in that room had been entered.

& room across fram the bathroom was checked and the .
following wag obszerved: The curtaine were sitting on a chair
and there was cleaner on the floor ag if somecne had been
doing their spring cleaning. A few of the drawers had been
ocpened.

Once Kaley had checked the residence and made zure it was
zecure he contacted the dispatcher and fold them to notity
the cororner Dr, Robert Sybert along with the Sheriff and the
Chief Deputy. They were also told to contact all the
detectives available and send them to the scene.

It zhould be roted at this point that thers didnt seem to
signe of struggle frem the wictims. The first victim
identified as Bearnhardt Hartig zti11 had his wallet with
maney inside of it. It would appear from the mowsr cuteide,
His coat and gloves in the garage by the Kitchen door, along
with Ris hat and veet that he had been out warking on the
1awn the day of whats appears to be a day time Aggravated
Robbery and Murder. The +fact that there were nco Tighte on
2ither inside or out also adds to this theorr. The
~ thermostat in the house was up to eighty deqrees at the time
ood entrew.

There was no forced entry found to the house. From the other
chair at the Kitchen table it would appear that there was at
least one other sublject sitting at the table facing the
door .

While waiting for assistance HEalew was advised by Jim Davis
mailboxx out in the morning

e Fle mai

E ; & 4l- v wWhich was =261 it r oand
found mail datsd  the fourth of @prii, 1PR0, You could aiso
see where two nails held the bow in and thew coculd b
remouved by hand.




The follawing assignments were given cut &t the scene:

1. Upon the arriwal of Deputy Jerry Krepp he was asstigned to

protecting the zcene. He was told to have any proper party

zhowing up to 2ign a log and enter the crime zcene by

walking up the right side of the paved drive, in order to

protect the scene. Deputy Duanes Dawson took over this duty

wpon iz arrival. Deputy Krepp was then instructed to check

with the neighbors on the west zide af the Hartig’'s and see

if they saw anvthing. He also walked the property at which o prons Hb()
time he observed the fact that someone had started maowing Dovis [V i

the lawn. He also found what appeared to be a meat wrapper % . 2JGrES A
in the vard toward the west between the Hartig’s and the fh*fﬁﬁ’f”{4L}
neighbers on the west side. Jerry checked what appeared to

be z path heading back toward a gas well with no success,

2. Deputy Duane Dawson took over and protected the cime
scene, He also was assigned to taking a written statement
fram Jim and Terry Daviz, the bore who reported the
incident. Duane also heiped Kaley make the entry into the
~housge through the Kitchen.

3, Deputy Jim Feigart waz zent door to door to check with
the neighbore and see if they were witness to anxthing.

4, Chiet Deputy Larry Cook obtained the crime scene van and
helped tazpe off the crime scene ares., He also took a
statement from a Mr. Streng who knew that Bearnhardt would
remove hig mailbox each day.
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5.County Corcner Dr. Fobert 3ybert checked the body and
proncunced them dead at 1910 hs. He made arrangements for
Dave Green to trancport the bodiesz to the Coroners office in
Cleveland for the fAutospy.

4, Lt. Den Doak of the Portage County Sheriff s Detective

Euresu was assigned to taking measurements and making a
diagram of the Kitchen.

T, Detective Dale Tyrjies
making a video of the =
photograph the scene in

and

was assigned to taking photaol
n Kaiew advised Triszki to
the kitchen from all +oupr COrnerc.

%, Detective John Ristifty was in charge of collecting the
evidence and logging it in.

#, Detective Jim Carrozzi was to check the ocutside af the

recidence and the ward for evidence., He xlso xszisted with
the collection of evidencs inside.

10, Detective Mike Watson assisted with the cotlection of

gyidences inside the residencs.




11. Sheriff Ken Howe checked aover the crime scene and help
with the scene.

12, Deputy Cindy Balog helped protect the scene on Sunday.
She alzo checked with the neighbors where a house was adding
a poarch.




